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Discussion on the Transition of the Ancestral Temple's Rite
Institution and the Thought Conflicts during the Jiajing Era of
the Ming Dynasty

Chang, Rebecca Lien

Department of History, National Dong Hwa University

The ancestral temple’s rite institution had its own deep transformation during
the era of Jiajing in the Ming dynasty. The topics concerned, including the
appellation, the foundation, the precedence, the rite regulations and the
architecture of the temple made a general examination and expectation to the
traditional ancestral rite in Chinese history. During the process of over twenty
years’ transformation, by means of the explanations and the debates about the rite
classics, the perplexities and controversies toward the temple rite among the
subjects in the court had greatly appeared, and behind the phenomenon naturally
hidden many uncertainties of the thought.

This paper follows the process of the discussion on the appellation of the
temple, and through the examinations on the debates among the subjects,
searches the contradiction between the new and ancient institutions. Main topics
of the paper, including the succession of the emperor; the position and state of the
emperor’s father (tienzifu) in the ancestral temple; the identification of the
earliest ancestor; the transition of the regulations and the precedence of the
ancestral temple, try to clarify the concerned questions of the rite institution, and
undertake furthermore a systematic discussion and arrangement.

The controversies and debates in the era of Jiajing was just an important
reflection to the ancestral temple's rite institution which had existed for more than

thousand years in China, and was also roled as a main impulse for the scholars of
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the Qing dynasty in the field of rites studies in hundred years later.
Keywords: ancestral temple, rites of temple institution, rite, ceremony,

Jiajing, Ming Dynasty



